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no sooner had Tecumseh and twenty of his warriors
started southward on their mission to the Creeks
than Harrison began preparations to end the men-
ace that had been so long hanging over the western
country. Troops were sent to Harrison; and vol-
unteers were called for. As fast as volunteers
came in they were sent up to the Wabash to take
possession of the new purchase. Reinforcements
arrived from Pittsburgh and from Kentucky, and
in a short while the Governor was able to bring
together at Port Harrison, near the site of the pres-
ent city of Terre Haute, twenty-four companies
of regulars, militia, and Indians, aggregating about
nine hundred well-armed men.

Late in October this army, commanded by Har-
rison in person, set forth for the destruction of the
Tippecanoe rendezvous. On the way stray red-
skins were encountered, but the advance was not
resisted, and to his surprise Harrison was enabled
to lead his forces unmolested to within a few
hundred yards of the Prophet's headquarters.
Emissaries now came saying that the invasion was
wholly unexpected, professing peaceful intentions,
and asking for a parley. Harrison had no idea
that anything could be settled by negotiation, but
Tie preferred to wait until the next day to make an